TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON
COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE No. 25'020

1ST READING AUGUST 19, 2025 DATE TO MAYOR SEPT. 17, 2025
2ND READING & PUBLIC HEARING SEPT. 16, 2025 DATE RESUBMITTED TO COUNCIL

WITHDRAWN LosT DATE EFFECTIVE

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY FACTUAL CONTENTS CERTIFIED TO BY
TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY TITLE

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF HAMILTON, NEW JERSEY, PART |, ADMINISTRATIVE LEGISLATION, CHAPTER
5, ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT, PART 5, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS,
COMMITTEES AND AGENCIES, ARTICLE XXll, ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY
COMMISSION AND GREEN TEAM

Be It Ordained by the Council of the Township of Hamilton, in the County of Mercer and
State of New Jersey, that the Code of the Township of Hamilton, New Jersey, Part |,
Administrative Legislation, Chapter 5, Administration of Government, Part 5, Boards,
Commissions, Committees And Agencies, Article XXII, Environmental Advisory
Commission as amended and supplemented, be further amended and supplemented as
follows:

§ 5-97. Establishment.

The Township Environmental Advisory Commission is hereby established pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:56A-1 through 40:56A-5.

§ 5-98. Membership; associate members.

A. The Environmental Advisory Commission shall consist of not more than seven
members appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council, one of
whom shall also be a member of the Planning Board and all of whom shall be
residents of the Township. The members shall serve without compensation. The
Mayor shall annually designate one of the members to serve as Chairman and
presiding officer of the Commission. The terms of office of the first Commissioners
shall be for one, two or three years, to be designated by the Mayor in making his or
her appointments. Their successors shall be appointed for terms of three years and
until the appointment and qualification of their successors. The Mayor or Council may
remove any member of the Commission for cause, on written charges served upon
the member and after a hearing thereon at which the member shall be entitled to be
heard in person or by counsel. A vacancy on the Commission occurring otherwise
than by expiration of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner
as an original appointment.

B. The Mayor may appoint four associate members for a term of one year. Each year
all four terms shall expire. The associate members shall not be entitled to vote with
the Commission.

C. The Mayor shall appoint two alternate members, designated as Alternate No. 1 and
Alternate No. 2, to serve for terms of two years. The terms of the alternate members
first appointed shall be two years for Alternate No. 1 and one year for Alternate No. 2
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so that the term of not more than one alternate member shall expire in any one year.
A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled by the
appointing authority for the unexpired term only. An alternate member shall not be
permitted to act on any matter in which he or she has either directly or indirectly any
personal or financial interest. An alternate member may, after public hearing if he or
she requests one, be removed by the governing body for cause. An alternate
member may participate in discussions of the proceedings but may not vote except
in the absence or disqualification of a regular member. A vote shall not be delayed
in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event
that a choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1
shall vote first.

§ 5-99. Powers and duties generally.

The Environmental Advisory Commission is established for the protection, development
or use of natural resources, including water resources, located within the territorial limits
of the Township. The Commission shall have power to conduct research into the use and
possible use of the open land areas of the Township and may coordinate the activities of
unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes, and may advertise, prepare, print and
distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets which, in its judgment, it deems
necessary for its purposes. It shall keep an index of all open areas, publicly or privately
owned, including open marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, in order to obtain
information on the proper use of such areas, and may from time to time recommend to
the Planning Board plans and programs for inclusion in the Master Plan and the
development and use of such areas. The Commission shall have such additional powers
as are conferred by N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq.

§ 5-100. [ Recommendation of acquisitions.]

[The Environmental Advisory Commission may recommend, for the approval of the
Council, the acquisition of property, both real and personal, in the name of the Township,
by gift, purchase, grant, bequest, devise or lease, for any of its purposes, and shall
administer the property for such purposes, subject to the terms of the conveyance or gift.
Such an acquisition may be to acquire the fee or any lesser interest, development right,
easement, including a conservation easement, covenant or other contractual right,
including a conveyance on conditions or with limitations or reversions, as may be
necessary to acquire, maintain, improve, protect, limit the future use of or otherwise
conserve and properly utilize open spaces and other lands and water areas in the
Township.]

§ 5-10[1]0. Records and reports.

The Environmental Advisory Commission shall keep records of its meetings and activities
and make [a semiannual] an annual report to the Mayor and Council.

§ 5-10[2]1. Auxiliary personnel.

The Environmental Advisory Commission may appoint such clerks and other employees
as it may from time to time require, provided that such appointments shall be within the
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limits of funds appropriated to it by the Council in the Council's discretion.

§ 5-102. Advisory Commission on Green Initiatives “Green Team”

A. Purpose
The Green Team is a sub-committee of the Environmental Advisory Commission

and was established in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:56A-1 et seq. The Green
Team shall focus the Township's efforts to improve its environmental sustainability
and shall pursue local green initiatives and actions that will maintain the
Township’s Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification. It shall be responsible for
advising the Mayor and Council through the Mayor’s Liaison of the Environmental
Advisory Commission.

B. Membership.
Green Team membership will consist of members of the Environmental Advisory
Commission and interested residents of Hamilton Township appointed by the
Mayor, subject to Council's advice and consent.

C. Officers.
The members of the Green Team shall choose annually from among its members
a chairperson and such other sub-chairs as they may deem necessary.

D. Term of office.
Members shall serve for three years. Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for
the unexpired term of that member only.

E. Meetings.
The Green Team shall meet at least quarterly at a time and place determined by
the membership.

F. Funding.
There shall be appropriated in each annual budget of the Township within the

Environmental Advisory Commission’s budget such sum as may be determined by
the Mayor and Council to be necessary for the purposes of providing the sole
source of funding to administer the Green Team.

G. Reports and recommendations.
The Green Team shall make an annual report of its activities to the Chair of the
Environmental Advisory Commission _and  periodically make  such
recommendations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes set out in this

chapter.
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Any Ordinance or Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed
to the extent of such conflict.
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